
Holy Trinity Church, Ashford-in-the-Water 
Godwin & Co Tile Installation 

 

The ceramic tiles in Ashford Church were made by Godwin & Co of Lugwardine, near 

Hereford – one of the leading suppliers during the Victorian era.  

Godwin tiles were reputed to be favoured above those of other manufacturers by 

the architects George Gilbert Scott (1811-1878) and George Edmund Street (1824-

1881) in their church restorations1, and they can be found ‘in no fewer than fifteen 

cathedrals, and many thousands of churches, public buildings and mansions’.2 

Cathedral and abbey installations include Carlisle, Christchurch, Colchester, 

St David’s, Exeter, Edinburgh, Gloucester, Hereford, Manchester, Milton, Rochester, 

Salisbury, Tewkesbury and Winchester. 

The tiles at Ashford were installed during Revd JR Luxmoore’s restoration of the 

Church in 1868 – 1870. They feature an attractive geometric arrangement including 

‘encaustic’ tiles, that incorporate inlaid patterns of different coloured clays.  

Progressing from the chancel arch towards the east end of the church the patterns 

become more complex; more colours are introduced; and the floor level is elevated 

via a series of steps. The intention of this architectural scheme was to focus the 

congregation’s attention on the altar where the priest celebrates the Eucharist. 

 

A restoration of the installation in 2023 required work on around 150 tiles, 

including their removal, repair or replacement, reinstatement, consolidation, and 

grouting, followed by cleaning, sealing and polishing. This work was made possible 

by a legacy left to us by our late friend Jim Storr – a loyal and longstanding member 

of the congregation of Holy Trinity Church. We are confident that he would have 

been supportive of this project, and delighted with its outcome.  

See photographs of restored installation following … 

 
1 https://collections.vam.ac.uk/item/O9195/tile-godwin-william/ 
2 Betty Greene, Betty. The Godwins of Lugwardine, and the Other Hereford Tile Makers. Industrial 
Archaeology Review, 5(3), 1981, pp 241-252.  
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